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CHURCH WINDOW SIGNS 

During this Covid-19 experience, many people have placed signs in their windows to 
express their thanks, support, or love.  Likewise, Lake Ave. Baptist Church has several 
members who have made signs to post in our windows to tell anyone who goes by that we 
wish our community well in this trying time.  It is not too late for you, your family, your kids 
to contribute a sign.   We hope to be able to rotate the signs and keep telling our 
neighbors that we love them, care about their wellbeing and hold them in our hearts.   
     Here is how you do it:  Use white or light colored poster board to create a sign that is 
no more than 19 inches wide and as tall as 30 inches.   Make any words large and bold so 
that the sign can be read from the street.  You can get materials from the church during 
morning hours Monday thru Friday when Ken is in the office.  Or just ask, and materials 
will be delivered to your home!  Marian Coger is very happy to deliver materials and pick 
up completed signs.  Contact her at 585-261-7942 (but be warned, her voice mail is not 
taking messages).  So if she does not answer, text or call back later. Email option is 
mcoger65@gmail.com 
      If you haven't driven down Ambrose Street lately, take a field trip and read the 
signs.  You will be glad you did. 
 

mailto:mcoger65@gmail.com
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Since the beginning of the Covid-19 (Coronavirus) Pandemic our dining room 

table has become “arts and crafts central.” There isn’t a day that goes past 

where it hasn’t become the home base for a variety of papers, crayons, paints 

and glue. This has become both my greatest nightmare and my greatest joy. 

Permit me to elaborate. It is my greatest nightmare because I have been known 

to have some degree of undiagnosed OCD. I like minimalism and I lean very, 

very strongly towards organization and order. The dining room table is the exact 

antithesis of my preferred way of keeping the house. That said, it has at the 

same time become my greatest joy because every time I walk past it I am 

constantly reminded about how we are called to live during this pandemic.  

Lara has taken on two “ministries.” The first is that she has been painting rocks. 

You read that correctly. There is an activity in the area where people are taking rocks (about the size of a fist), 

are cleaning them and paining them. They are putting all kinds of fun images and phrases on them. After 

sealing them, they are hiding them all around the city. People then find these rocks and post images of them 

on a couple of Facebook pages. Then, they re-hide them for someone else to find. The process then 

continues. The rocks are hidden again and again. I love this because I see my spouse doing something that 

brings her joy, and that I know brings so much joy to others. If you doubt me on this, just follow the Facebook 

pages and see how the rocks move around the city and how, when people find them, it puts a smile on their 

face. I’ve heard people say how finding the rock has brightened their day. Yes, it’s a rock, but in this period it’s 

something more. It’s people staying connected and bringing light and life and joy. It’s a wonderful thing to see. 

The second of these ministries is the positive poster project (my name) that was initiated by a member of our 

congregation. You can read more about it in this newsletter and see some images of the final products. People 

were invited to create posters that would be taped to the inside of the church windows so passers-by could see 

the images and positive messages. The goal, very simply, is to bring positivity, light and love to our church 

neighborhood during these difficult times. Lara has been working on a series of these posters and each time I 

walk past the table I see the messages they provide. I know that this project works because even though I am 

(dreadfully?) dismayed by the state of the table  I am continually shifted to a state of peace and joy when I 

see these posters and messages.  

So yes, it is true that our chaotic dining room table is a bit of a nightmare for me given my natural tendencies 

towards order and organization, but my joy in seeing these rocks and posters quickly puts those feelings 

behind me. Why? The rocks and posters, as simple as they are, are about bringing a sense of joy, light and 

love into our community during these difficult times. 

It’s so easy to get into ourselves and stay there during this season of uncertainty. While it is ok to visit those 

places, they are no place to reside entirely … for us or for others. As we continue through this period I invite 

you to ask yourselves, what are you doing to bring some light and love into the world, and if you can’t answer 

that question, it is certainly not a failure, but an invitation. It is an invitation to ask yourself what you can do, and 

then a challenge, to do it. Figure out what you can do and then jump into it with both feet first. Together let us 

seek to be the people who bring a sense of light and love and peace into the world at this difficult time, and 

always.  

Together let us “rock on” and be the “poster children” for joy and peace and love (sorry, couldn’t resist, the 

pandemic is doing it to me) 

Blessings, 

YOUR PASTOR'S ARTICLE 
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  p.s. Here are a couple of pictures of our table for reference … gasp!  (Sort of reminds you of our Office 

Administrator's desk!  :)) 

As Christians we are 

called to pray, both 

individually and 

collectively. We have 

so much to pray about 

and so many people to 

pray for.  We have so 

much to be thankful 

for!   While we may be 

in collective isolation 

we are never isolated from God.  God is as near as 

our every breath, every sign of spring, every ray of 

sunshine, every drop of rain. God is in the singing of 

the birds and the blooming of the flowers.  God is in 

our laughter, our tears, in our joys and in our 

sorrows.  We are filled with the Holy Spirit whom we 

take with us wherever we are.  Others can see the 

Holy Spirit within us and know that we are children 

of God. Jesus came and showed us how to live by 

reaching out to the children, the outcasts, the woman 

at the well, the lepers, and even to the one who 

would betray Him.  Jesus taught us what 

unconditional love is.   Prayer is a way to reach out 

to others even when they are far away from us.  We 

are to pray in good times and in bad, during times of 

sickness and good health.  

LABC is a church of prayer, and we want to invite 

you, the family and friends of LABC, to be part of a 

new way to pray together. Over the course of the 

week we receive many prayer requests, and we 

want to share those prayer requests with you. We 

want to have a way to collect those prayers, and 

share them so that you can incorporate them into 

your own prayer life. 

Here’s how we’re going to do it: 

 

1) If you’d like to be part of a “virtual” prayer 
community, please email us at 
lakeavebaptistchurchprayer@gmail.com (if 
you do not send us your desire to be part of 
this prayer group you will not receive emails 
from it) 
 

2) If you have prayer requests please send 
them to lakeavebaptistchurchprayer@gmail.com 
and we will ensure that they can be shared 
more broadly – please have permission to 
share those prayer requests if they are about 
anyone beyond yourself (all prayer requests 
will be “vetted” by Pastor Michael to ensure 
that they can be shared and they are not in 
any way violating someone’s confidentiality) 
 

3) Each week you will receive one or two 
emails from this address, 
lakeavebaptistchurchprayer@gmail.com 
and be invited to keep those in things it 
speaks about in prayer 
 

 

4) You will commit to pray for those things that 
are in the prayer email 

mailto:lakeavebaptistchurchprayer@gmail.com
mailto:lakeavebaptistchurchprayer@gmail.com
mailto:lakeavebaptistchurchprayer@gmail.com
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We look forward to using this new approach to 

community prayer, together. 

Blessings, 

Michael Ford and Jackie Sullivan 

A Reflection on Holy Week 
Michael Ford 

This past Holy Week was one for the memory books. 

While we normally would meet together and wave 

the palm branches on Palm Sunday, this year the 

branches were spread throughout the church and 

then the walk from the main doors to the foot of the 

cross happened via video. Maundy Thursday we 

gathered together on zoom for a time of readings, 

reflection and a “virtual” communion. Good Friday a 

service was posted online with a series of readings 

reminding us of the last day of Christ’s life. The 

readings were superimposed over a video of a 

candle and as the readings ended the candle was 

extinguished. Easter Sunday, typically one of the 

most well attended services of the year where we all 

arrived with flowers and joy ready to adorn the cross 

with the signs of life, we again went “virtual.” The 

flowers were there, as was the music, the Scriptures 

and the message. This time, however, it was on a 

computer screen. People were able to participate, 

but we were safely honoring social distancing 

recommendations and so we shared together, but 

from our own homes. This Holy Week was one for 

the memory books. 

As I reflect on this past Holy Week I cannot help but 

think that while it was different, it was the same. The 

story was the same. The message was the same. 

While we had to “do church” in a different way, it 

didn’t change the fact that church is not about it. It’s 

about the God who created us and invites us to 

worship. It is about the story of Jesus and the 

message of Easter. The power of the resurrection is 

the same regardless of where we are. I don’t know 

about you but I found myself thinking more about the 

message of Holy Week when I was invited to do 

things differently. I didn’t simply fall into the yearly 

routine of Holy Week where it’s possible to just “go 

through the motions.” This year I was forced to step 

out of the routine and really examine not just what 

we do but why we do it and what it’s all about. I was 

reminded it’s not about me, and us, but it’s about 

Christ.  

Thank you all for being part of Holy Week. As we 

return in time to the new normal, may we be 

reminded of these truths of Holy Week and may we 

give thanks for the small blessings we were invited 

to explore in the midst of these seasons of faith. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE WORSHIP 

AND MUSIC MINISTRY 

Susan Maybeck, Chair 

For my contribution to the Newsletter as Chair of 
Worship and Music, I am including the Psalm I read 
as the Call to Worship on Sunday April 26, 2020.  It 
is Psalm 16 from the book, PSALMS/NOW by Leslie 
F. Brandt. Brandt wrote over 30 books.  He served 
around the world as a pastor, evangelist, and writer. 
He died in 2001.  
 

 Brandt explained his rewriting of PSALMS/NOW in 

this way: 

“I am expressing what the psalmist might be saying 
if he were living in the twentieth century…If these 
psalm-writing efforts serve to make the ancient 
psalms more relevant for modern saints and if they 
may help to express more  adequately the 
perpetual conflicts of a child of God in our complex 
society, they will serve their purpose..” 
 

I hope Psalm 16 will bring comfort and under-
standing to you during this pandemic which we are 
living under. 
 

PSALM 16     

Sustain me, O God, for I am anchoring my faith in 
You. 

I say it again, “You are my Lord; when I am 
estranged from You, I have nothing that is of any real 
worth.” 

The significant and contributive people of this world 
are those who know You.  Those who make lesser 
things their ultimate concern are investing in 
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eventual trouble and grief.  I cannot worship their 
idols or respect their objectives. 

I have chosen to make God my ultimate concern. 
He is the Pilot of my ship. Thus the course before 
me will lead to ultimate fulfillment. I am guaranteed 
an inheritance of infinite value. 

I look to God as my chief counselor.  Even in the 
darkest of night He is ready to teach and guide me. 
I need only to recognize His perpetual presence. 
Because He continually surrounds me, I shall not 
lose my way. 

Is it any wonder that I am happy?  Even my 
humanity, my tangible body, rests in the blessed 
realization of this security.  He will keep even my 
human self from the destructive clutch of evil 

You do show me the paths I must take.  Within your 
all-embracing presence there is genuine fulfillment. 
In my relationship with You, I discover incomparable 
and eternal joy. 
 
 

    

   

American Baptist Churches/USA have an annual 

special offering to support the ministries within the 

US that reach out to those in need, whether it be a 

mission on Native American land,  a soup kitchen in 

a busy city, or a ministry to rural migrants.   This 

America For Christ Offering is traditionally received 

each spring. 

Conditions at this unusual time have disrupted our 

communication and promotion of this opportunity to 

contribute to the offering.   The needs are still there, 

and in fact, because of the pandemic fall-out, may 

be even greater than previous years. 

Ministries such as Cameron Community Ministries 

have continued to serve those in our community who 

may need clothing, food, support, and guidance.  

Neighborhood outreach centers like Cameron 

Community Ministries exist in other American cities.   

Please consider contributing to this special offering.  

Checks may be mailed to the church office; be sure 

to designate that the check is for the AFC so 

money can be sent out in a timely fashion where it is 

needed.   Thank you in advance for prayerfully 

considering how you can help. 

Sincerely, Jane Grant, Mission Committee Chair 

 

   FOR 

   SUPPER  

   AND  

            SOMETHING 
During the What’s Next process that we undertook 
as a church community, we expressed a desire to 
know one another better. Growing from that desire 
came the development of our “Supper and 
Something” ministry. Each Thursday night at 6:00 
p.m. a group of people have been meeting for, as 
the name suggests, supper and something. We eat 
together and explore a topic or an idea or an issue 
together (naming it “something” gives us a lot of 
leeway in what we choose to do each week). The 
group averages about 12-15 people and all are 
welcome. While we once met face to face in the 
Fellowship Hall since the pandemic we have moved 
to meeting on Zoom. If you’d like more information 
or to join us please speak to me 
(revmichaelford@gmail.com – we’d love to have 
you with us).  

During a recent Supper and Something I invited the 

group to respond to the question “what is your 

deepest passion?” I encouraged people who I know 

have a lot of passions to think about what their 

deepest passion is, and then to answer a follow-up 

question … where did that start? Or what is the 

impetus of the passion? I invited people to share a 

short story about how it all began. The sharing was 

riveting and I learned more about these people than 

I ever thought possible. 

I share this story for two reasons. First, I’d like to 

invite you to join us. It’s a lot of fun. Second, when 

we began our What’s Next process I’m sure some 

people thought that it was rather self-serving that 

what came from the process was our desire to know 

one another better. However, there is a second part 

of that which I saw develop from this group. When 

we know one another better we know more about 

their hearts and what drives them. And when we 

know more about someone’s heart and what drives 

them, we are so much more prepared to reach 

beyond our walls and serve the world beyond our 

walls. I learned from this group that so many people 

have a heart for mission. I learned that the desire of 

our community is so much for those beyond our 

walls that when this pandemic is over we are being 

pulled so strongly for mission that when God moves 

us in a particular direction, whatever that may be, 

mailto:revmichaelford@gmail.com
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there are people with whom I may serve together 

with passion and power. We will not only know one 

another for interest, but for energy and power. We 

know a group of people as partners for mission and 

service.  

Join us. Through all of the church ministries may we 

continue to get to know one another better. May that 

depth not only provide interest and love, but also 

passion to reach beyond our walls and to love and 

serve a community so desperately in need of God’s 

love and our love.  

AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME 
MISSION SOCIETIES 

Stands with Asian- Americans 
Against Racism Amidst 

Coronavirus 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (4/22/20)—American Baptist 

Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) stands with 

Asian-Americans against racism amidst COVID-19. 

Since the outbreak of the coronavirus in the United 

States, President Trump has insistently called it the 

“Chinese virus,” while an unnamed White House 

official has described it as “Kung Flu.” As a 

consequence of this inflammatory rhetoric, many 

Chinese as well as Asian-Americans who are 

mistakenly perceived as Chinese have been 

harassed and even physically attacked. 

“The resurgence of xenophobia in this time of 

coronavirus has no place in the United States or 

around the world,” says the Rev. Florence Li, 

ABHMS’ national coordinator of Asian Ministries, 

which is part of ABHMS’ Intercultural Ministries. “We 

stand with our Asian-American communities and 

encourage followers of Jesus Christ to reflect on the 

Apostle Paul’s teaching in I Corinthians 12:13: ‘For 

in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free.’” 

Racism against Asian-Americans has a long history 

in the United States. In 1882, the Chinese Exclusion 

Act was intended to curb the influx of Chinese 

immigrants. In 1905, Korean immigration was 

stopped. In 1923, Asian Indians were denied 

naturalized citizenship. In 1934, Filipino immigration 

was reduced to 50 individuals yearly. Approximately 

122,000 Japanese-Americans were sent to 

internment camps during WWII. 

The Alliance of Asian American Baptist Churches 

(AAABC) has released a “Statement of Concern 

regarding COVID-19 Pandemic and the Anti-Asian 

Racism.” 

“We call upon all of our brothers and sisters of all 

racial/ethnic backgrounds to unite with us in publicly 

condemning this rise of racism and xenophobia in 

every way possible,” said Katharine Hsiao, president 

and coordinator of AAABC. 

ABHMS offers COVID-19 resources online. For 

information about ABHMS’ Intercultural Ministries, 

visit abhms.org/Ministries/Intercultural Ministries or 

contact the Rev. Salvador Orellana, ABHMS’ 

director of Intercultural Ministries, at 

salvador.orellana@abhms.org. 

American Baptist Home Mission Societies partners 

with American Baptists to promote Christian faith, 

cultivate Christ-centered leaders and disciples, and 

bring healing and transformation to communities 

across the United States and Puerto Rico. 

American Baptist Churches USA is one of the most 

diverse Christian denominations today, with 

approximately 5,000 congregations comprised of 1.3 

million members, across the United States and 

Puerto Rico, all engaged in God’s mission around 

the world. 

MORE SIGNS IN THE 

CHURCH WINDOWS 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/18/us/politics/china-virus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/18/us/politics/china-virus.html
https://www.abc-usa.org/2020/04/alliance-of-asian-american-baptist-churches-releases-statement-of-concern/
https://abhms.org/about-us/news/american-baptist-home-mission-societies-offers-guidance-litany-prayer-for-congregational-response-to-covid-19/
https://abhms.org/ministries/developing-leaders/intercultural-ministries/
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MOTHER'S DAY, A SHORT HISTORY: 

Ann Reeves Jarvis was the mother of eleven children living in West Virginia. She was active in church and civic 
affairs. Concerned about poor health and sanitary conditions in her community that contributed to the high 
mortality rate of children, in the 1850s she organized Mothers Day Work Groups at local churches to provide 
women to care for families with tubercular mothers, inspect milk for children, and procure medicine for the 
indigent. The work groups also tended to wounded Union and Confederate soldiers returning from the Civil 
War. After the war ended, Jarvis and other women organized Mother’s Friendship Day picnics and other events 
as pacifist activities in the hope of uniting former Civil War foes.   

In 1905, Ann Reeves Jarvis died. Three years later, on May 10, 1908, through the efforts of Jarvis' daughter, 
Anna Marie, families gathered at events held at Ann Reeves Jarvis’ hometown church in Graton, West Virginia. 
These events spread to other cities and states until 1914 when President Woodrow Wilson declared the second 
Sunday in May as Mother’s Day in the U.S. 

These early celebrations in the U.S. were a time when families gathered at their homes with their mothers.  The 
purposeful designation of "Mother’s" rather than the plural "Mothers’" Day was intended to stress that the holiday 
is more about honoring your own mother than the collective mom.   

Much to the chagrin of Anna Jarvis, this holiday, envisioned as an intimate family affair, soon turned into a 
commercial gold mine.  Rather than spending time at home with mom, Mother’s Day became a time for buying 
gifts, giving cards, and dining out. 

Today, in the U.S. alone, Mother’s Day generates over $18 billion in annual consumer spending, with more than 
30 percent of individuals giving their mothers gifts of jewelry; it’s the most popular holiday for dining out, with an 
estimated 75 million people eating at restaurants; and, after Christmas and Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day is 
number three among holidays for giving greeting cards. 

In recognition of the original intent of Mother's Day this year, we encourage you to take a moment to thank your 

mother, or other important women in your life, or an important person who self-identifies as a woman. These are 

all important people who have and continue to make our world a better place. 

 

 

 

 

 Church Moderator:  Laura Tubbs 

Church Staff:  Sr. Pastor: Michael Ford; Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director, & Organist: Lee Foster, 

 Good News Singers Director and Accompanist: Julia Fedor, Refugee Coordinator:  Hkadin Lee;  

Director of Youth and Children's Ministry: Austin Pettigrew, Myanmar Christian Fellowship: Pastor Simon Kui; 

Assisting Minister - Susan Maybeck, Church Accountant: Bonaventure Moulogho;  

Office Manager: Kenneth Setera; Custodial Services:  Lloyd Cuyler 

http://www.wvgenweb.org/taylor/mothersday/mother.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_Jarvis

