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YOUR PASTOR'S ARTICLE

| made a giant change this week. It started just a couple of days ago. | got up, as
| do each morning. | had a shower and got dressed. After breakfast | brushed my
teeth and went back downstairs. Normally this would be followed by taking my
place in my “provisional” office on our sunporch. This day, however, would be
different. | put my laptop in my briefcase and put on my shoes. | took my keys from
L/ their spot hanging by the door and | went out to my car. | drove for about 10
minutes and then parked. After getting out of the car | walked to the door of the
church office and opened it for the first time since March 15. | made a giant change
this week by opening the church office and beginning our slow and incredibly
intentional process of reopening our church building since we closed at the onset
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Let me be perfectly clear. The church building is by no means entirely open. Things are absolutely not “business
as usual.” Rather, we are dipping our toe into discovering what that proverbial “new normal’ that we’ve all be
talking about for months will now look like. From the moment | stepped in the door | discovered that all of our
hard work over the last few weeks is paying off.

Each week we have had a committee (we are Baptist after all) that has been working diligently on addressing
the complex issues related to our church building reopening. This group has worked to determine the multitude
of things we have needed and practices we would have to follow in order to go from a closed to open church
building. Again, | cannot express enough my appreciation for their commitment over these weeks (and their work
has only just begun). Their efforts made it possible for me to return to the church building and start to put into
practice the things we had been addressing in theory.

| thought it would be eye opening for you to see how things have changed. Again, please remember that these
comments only relate to the opening of the church office and if things continue to change for the better will be
part of reopening other aspects of the church building. However, if things take a turn for the worse things will be
put aside for the time being if closing is once again necessary. But let’s think optimistically for the time being.

When someone enters the office
doors, the outside door is now
unlocked during our office hours
(Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. —1:00 p.m.
only). They enter into the vestibule
where there is a sign indicating
they must sanitize their hands
using the liquid sanitizer on the
wall. They must have on a mask,
and if they are not already wearing




one there are masks there for their use. They will come to the office managers - - =
window where they will have their temperature checked using our electronic,
touchless thermometer. (Yes, that is a thermometer and Ken is not holding-up
anyone.) So long as their temperature is below 100.4°F they will be buzzed into
the building. If their temperature is above 100.4°F they will be respectfully turned
away.

After being buzzed into the building there are two chairs spaced 6 feet apart that
they are able to use until their host is ready for them. The main office door is
closed. Once the staff person is ready for them they will be welcome into the
respective office. Once inside they will consistently maintain social distancing (6
feet) and masks are required. Following the meeting all physical surfaces that have
been touched will be wiped with sanitizing wipes.

Did we know all of this coming out of our weekly meetings? We knew a lot of it,

but certainly not all. We will be learning alongside of you. What we did know was L ———

that our decision to follow best practices guided by science is the best way to go. We have garnered the best
scientific information and have used it to direct us. We will continue to use that information as we move slowly.

We are moving slowly. For some it may seem that we're moving too slowly. For those people | pray for your
patience. This is a road that none of us have travelled before. That said, we are committed to making decisions
that will protect the safety of all people who are part of LABC and who are part of our broader community. That
is to say, our efforts are to protect everyone. We pray that all that we are doing now will help to minimize the
continued spread of the pandemic.

We are doing our part. Please continue to do your part. Social distance. Wash your hands regularly. Wear a
mask. If you're feeling unhealthy stay home. Together we can do this. Together we can move into the “new
normal” and discover what it means. Together.

Blessings,

\

A LETTER FROM YOUR MODERATOR, LAURA TUBBS

Dear Friends,

| imagine that most of this newsletter will be filled with items related to the COVID-19 pandemic and our efforts
to slowly and carefully resume our activities together but | want to turn to another topic. The recent series of
tragic events involving the death of people that our society defines as Black during interactions with police
officers around the nation is what is on my mind and heart. We know that our God has no such definitions as
Black and White and that we are all precious in God’s sight. The culture here in the United States however is
deeply immersed in these false distinctions. For those of us who are defined as White we have been raised in
a cultural system that affords us constant privilege. We rarely even realize that this is happening. For us itis
“normal”. | assume that none of us sees ourselves as a racist. Those are the “bad” overtly prejudiced people
we see on the television. However, if we look deeply at how racism has shaped all of our culture, we come to
the realization that we are unknowingly participating in systemic racism. | think this is something we would not
knowingly want to do if we are following God’s word. The problem is that this is really hard for those of us who
are White to see. It takes work on our part. It takes educating ourselves about the history that formed these
systems. It takes us acknowledging that there are real problems to be solved. It means listening carefully and
respectfully to those of our brothers and sisters who experience the harmful effects of systemic racism.

A group of us who are White have begun meeting over Zoom on Monday afternoons to work on this process of
learning and listening. It is uncomfortable and challenging work to do. None of us is proud of our complicity in
this systemic racism. | hope you will pray for all of us as we struggle to learn, change our behaviors. | hope



that we will see ways both as individuals and as a church we can help to bring about change in the cultural
systems that surround us. We do this in the hope that God’s love and justice will be the made real for every
person in this country.

May the peace of the Lord be with you.

§€aum

A NOTE FROM YOUR ASSISTING PASTOR, SUSAN MAYBECK

The following are a reflection and devotional by two United Church of Christ pastors. | thought you would be
interested in reading their comments in light of the challenging times we are living in today.

THE PLACE WHERE YOU ARE STANDING
Written by Martha Spong

Then God said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing
is holy ground.” - Exodus 3:5 (NRSV)

Although the stay-at-home order in my county was lifted weeks ago, the church | attend continues to worship
online. As a person with an autoimmune disease, a return to gatherings with anyone outside my family's
bubble will be as far off as the availability of a proven vaccine for Covid-19.

This feels hard for me, as it does for many, because | love going to worship. | have stood in church and felt the
presence of God, and | have slipped off my shoes there because | knew we stood on holy ground. | have
experienced the charge of the Spirit in a sanctuary full of singers, in the testimony of another, in shared
confessions of sin, in vows of commitment, in stirring proclamation, in profound and potent silence.

Where is God still speaking to me? To us?

Of course, | know God speaks in places that are not church, and when | set aside my longing for what | cannot
have right now, | think of Moses with his flock, drawn somehow beyond the wilderness to the mountain of God.
The story doesn't start at the burning bush. It starts with a God-given impulse to go farther than we might tend
to go, to open ourselves up to go where God might be.

Where is God calling you today? Pay attention as you make your way. Be alert for the signs of Holy Presence.
Turn aside and look. The place where you are standing may be holy ground.

Prayer
O God of all that is good, draw us toward your ever-burning fire. Amen.

About the Author: Martha Spong is a UCC pastor, a clergy coach and editor of The Words of
Her Mouth, Psalms for the Struggle, new from Pilgrim Press

A DEVOTIONAL
Written by Mary Luti

Let us run with perseverance the race set before us, looking to Jesus, who for the sake of the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Consider him, so that you don’t grow weary or lose heart.
- Hebrews 12:1-3 (NRSV, excerpted)

In the late seventies, the pastor of my white suburban church proposed a partnership with a black church
downtown. To promote racial harmony, he said. He was friends with the pastor, they got along well. Why not all
of us?

Soon we were hugging each other monthly at youth group exchanges and shared potlucks. We began including
spirituals in our traditional Sunday service. We shouted “Amen!” when their pastor preached. We raised money
to repair their church’s roof. Harmony reigned.



Until it didn’t. Until somebody mentioned a recent police shooting. Until somebody said “racism” and it wasn’t a
white person who said it. Until somebody raised their voice, and somebody else cried. Until we began feeling
unappreciated. We were making an effort, weren’t we?

That partnership drifted, ended vaguely. Back in the suburbs, we never asked why. Never learned that those
periodic encounters were at best a warm-up for the long, crucifying work of self-confrontation, repentance, and
conversion. Never grasped, in our bruised white innocence and sentimentality that harmony is easy — justice is
not.

We should’ve been praying more in those months. Not for harmony, but for endurance. For the grace to not grow
weary, to persevere through the hard stuff so that one day we could move off the starting line we’d mistaken for
the finish, and actually run the race. All those months we should’ve been considering Jesus, so as not to lose

heart at the first sound of hammered nails.

Prayer
Crucified Jesus, you endured through cross and grave. Grant us your costly perseverance, for the sake of justice
and joy.

(& o About the Author: Mary Luti is a retired seminary professor and Church of Christ pastor

Youth and bhildren’s C)nemotr%
(ustin Pettigreus

This time of year reminds me why | am thankful to
live in a part of the world where the seasons change.
| love all the outdoor activities that we can do in the
summer time, even during a pandemic. | also love
the slow and quiet times during winter.

These changes in season have brought to mind the
reality of change within our pandemic. The
unknowns of this time have brought fear and
anxiousness to my life.

I think a big reason for why | follow the life and
teachings of Jesus. Jesus tells us in John 16 that, "in
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! |
have overcome the world."

There's a whole lot of things about this that | do not
have the answers to but when | look at the stories of
Jesus, even in the midst of turbulence, | remember
that sense of overcoming.

The children and young people at LABC are
overcoming. | am so thankful that | get a chance to
"zoom" call them and our teachers each week. Their
creativeness and questions still abound, even
through a computer screen. We have been focusing
on various stories around animals in the Bible. The

children have been ending our time together drawing
pictures of the lessons we do together.

It gives me so much hope for the future when our
young people ask questions. | see that resilience of
overcoming through their questions and creativity.

May we all overcome and spur one another on. We
will have trouble, but thanks be to God that God and
all of us are overcoming

(lustin

Mission Masings for July
During this strange time of physical distancing from
others in our community, we are grateful for our
mission partners in local, national, and international
settings who are doing the challenging, frontline
work of caring for others. = Cameron Community
Ministries is still serving food to the hungry, although
in a “grab and go” format. LABC was supposed to
serve dinner on Sunday, June 19, but “Sunday
Celebrations” are cancelled for the time being.
Since that day is Father’s Day, we had hoped to do
something special for the men in attendance; now
we are looking for substitute ideas from the
congregation: is there another way we can help
Cameron guests???



Another opportunity for outreach to our neighbors
recently occurred, On June 18, Chris Noble of
Noblehurst Farms delivered 100 gallons of milk to
LABC’s door to distribute to anyone in the
community. This came as a result of a grant from
NYS to support dairy farmers who lost their markets
when schools closed. The group, Creative
Upcycling, is the grant recipient which worked with
the farm and the processor, Pittsford Dairy, to keep
the milk from being dumped.

A large group of helpers distributed the milk,
including two members of the church staff who
donned cow costumes in the heat to add a bit of zest
to the event.

In the arena of the Creation Care focus of our
mission committee, it was noted that the local
chapter of Sierra Club had to postpone its annual
Earth Day forum until the fall. The focus of
“Environmental Justice Forum- 2020” will be looking
at how climate change particularly impacts at-risk
communities. We have seen how Covid-19 has
disproportionately affected black and brown
communities. These same communities often suffer
from unhealthy air, soil, and water. Participants in
the forum will include Rev. Dr. Jonathan
McReynolds, Senior Pastor of Aenon Missionary
Baptist Church and other community members.
When a new date is set for the forum, it will be
publicized so LABC members may choose to attend.

Te day the music died”

| show my age when | recall the summer that Dan
McLean recorded “American Pie” With the lyrics
containing “Drove my Chevy to the levee, but the
levee was dry, the day the music died.” My car what
is a basic Plymouth Valiant. It had no radio, no air-
conditioning, and not much power. | recorded on a
cassette tape a mix of several songs and took the
recorder in the car for a trip to visit family in lowa.
Since a cassette tape could contain less than one
hour of music, we heard that song over and over
again in 900 miles to lowa and 900 miles back to
New York. For decades, Don McLean would not
explain the meaning of the song, yet now we know it
commemorated the deaths in a plane crash in lowa

of Buddy Holly and his band along with a pilot in
1959. Buddy Holly and his band are generally
considered to be among the earliest rock ‘n’ roll
bands in the 1950s.

That song came to mind to me in March 2020, for
the music stopped at church due to the pandemic.
Little did we know in March that we would be
“paused" for a long time in New York and all around
the globe (Sorry, flat earthers, it's a globe!)

Most of us have never heard of ZOOM previously
much less ZOOM meetings. The realization that this
was a life-changing event slowly grew as we learned
about the quarantines, social distancing, masks,
hand sanitizers, and yes, toilet paper.

Staff and leaders of the church at LABC I've been
meeting regularly regarding the multitude of not
heavenly hosts, but a myriad of considerations that
must go into reopening. We’re working on a tentative
timetable of re-opening in the fall of 2020, but we
know that the coronavirus ultimately sets the
timetable. When we are able to worship in person,
there will be new protocols to ensure, as best we
can, to keep people healthy and safe.

I so miss the beauty of choral singing, the
camaraderie of the choir members, and the rhythm
of life that included Wednesday evenings, Sunday
mornings, and practice times. When we do get
together, choral and congregational singing may not
be safe until we have either effective vaccines and/or
guality treatments for COVID-19 as singing spreads
the virus much farther than playing the piano or
organ

Early in the New York pause, | envisioned the first
Sunday we would be back as a Sunday of joy, of
hugs, and well wishes coupled with a quiet
recognition of the loss and the grief we have all
experienced during this time. In reality, it will be far
different than my early envisioning. We, as New
Yorkers and as a loving, caring congregation have
worked hard to plan for that new normal. We hope,
we pray, and we are in for that day when we can be
together again. The music didn’t die, but we will have
to wait a while to safely, cautiously, and gradually
reopen and once again sing praises to God.



Lee Foster V Life |
He
- W ( Owsg
4 I <
/ .65 1 = y / M K D from - ()f
~ L — y ng
- = I Binp?
1 My . L 4 : : ’ .
Thro, ite flo, 1
g 3 -l
Whar Sl e o0 i o Wi
i uge i d - leg =
h e 8h m - m nd g ong, a4 |
ace o Chri " &g n-f “ trife } irt}
- Mak, Orts "9 leq J p
) # - ’ ' > ~ Irn,\ ,‘/I' % rth n
 — = eart "W my, -
L1 7 ‘ 1 - un-¢ in 10y
... » :- ... ' - er sp,
- — _. ol

The Ambrose Street
Gommunity Garden

In case you haven't noticed, the empty lot across the
street from the church has been converted into a
vegetable garden. | would like to share with you the
letter we received regarding this garden:

Deawr Ambrose St. Conmumumnity

Under normal circumstonces we would bes
walking around the neighborhood v
personw and introducing owrselves;, but
givew the social restrictions we thought it
might be more comfortable for everyone if
we took av more careful approach for now.
Owr naumes awre Kevinw and Celina,, and we
are stuting o Commumnity Gawrdeww ow
Ambrose St.!

We are bothh membery of the service
industry and hawve beew laid off due to-the
closing of local restouwranty, but oare
hoping to-use our newly found free-time to-
engage withv owr community and make
owr neighborhood a place to-live. Celinow

i o bonafide "green thuwml” and Keviv
comes from av background, inv cooking; so-
natuwrally we were drowwn to-the "growing
movement of conmwunity gardens i
Rochester. We are plavwning to- obtainv av
garden permit for 65 Ambrose St. (which
they did!) but first woant to- reach out to-
yow all ands introduce owrselves, but also-
to- inwvite the conumunity to- joirv usy v the
gowden!

Owr furst missiow i to- find neighborhood
partners for sourcing of water. Essentially
this would ivwolve one or more community
members allowing the right-of-way to- use
a water spicket so- we cov make sure this
gawrden thwives! The city website offers
several suggestiony for navigating this
arrangement, and we are looking forword
to- talking withy anyyone who- iy willling to-
pavticipate v this way. We encourages
everyone to- join the Facebook group
"Ambrose St. Gawrdenw' and ask that avyone
interested ivv becoming av "water partner”
message wy thwough that group page or
email kdstewartl 592@gmail.coms We look
forwawd to-heawring from yow and growing
together soon/

Sincerely

Kevinw and Celina

Well, since the writing of this letter, LABC has
become the willing "water partner" for watering the
garden. They use the Ambrose St. side spicket from
which they attach a 100 foot hose to reach the
garden directly across the street from the church. If
you drive down Ambrose, be sure to take a look at it
and see the work Kevin and Celina have put into it.

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

ePlease keep in prayer Julie Fewster and her family
as they mourn the passing of Julie's husband,
Lowell Fewster on May 28, 2020.



THE LABC With You." The other says, "God Bless You" on one
side and the other side says, "Prayer Card for Prayer

PRAYER Tree. These smaller ones, along with some pencils
TREES that Ken gave me, went into some of Wegmans

Portion zip-lock baggies. On Monday Sifa Wasimba

By Jackie and | went down to hang about 150 prayer cards
Sullivan using some bright red yarn to tie the bags on to the

trees. A couple of the neighbors did ask about them
This past winter | and said that they would check them out when we
bought some 100 left. | told them to spread the word. So if you are in

. scripture cards the area of the church, check it out. The tree with
that | thought we the red ribbon is the one that people will hopefully
put t

could wuse at
church, then |
everything closed
down. A month or
" two ago there was
a story in the Guideposts magazine about a prayer
tree and it occurred to me that these could be used
for a Prayer Tree for our community. After
conversing with Michael about the possibility, then
with Marian about a location, and getting some 200
cards made up with one side for writing down "Joys
and Concerns" and the other side says "Prayer Card
- Pray for One Another," as well as some larger
cards to draw attention to them made up for
designating what they were and one for a Prayer
Tree for putting completed cards on. The sign that
says "Prayer Tree" on one side says, LABC Prays

he prayers on.
< - _-__":__‘ri_‘- . _

ABC CREATION JUSTICE NETWORK WEBINAR SERIES, “PRAYING WITH CREATION,” ANNOUNCED

VALLEY FORGE, PA (7/9/20)—American Baptists are invited to participate in a webinar series hosted by the
American Baptist Churches Creation Justice Network. The four session Thursday webinar series, entitled
“Praying with Creation: Sabbath, Lament, Restoration/Resiliency, and Resurrection,” will meet weekly
from July 23, 2020 to August 13, 2020 at 12:00pm EDT/9:00am PDT. Each session will center on a theme:
Sabbath, Lament, Restoration/Resiliency, and Resurrection and will include scripture, prayers, reflections,
insight from a guest speaker, and an opportunity for discussion on that week’s chosen theme. Join guest
speakers from across the denomination as we reflect on how we as individuals and as congregations can
collaborate to restore/heal God’s creation and communities in this time. Join the American Baptist Churches
Creation Justice Network, along with the ABCUSA Office of the General Secretary’s Minister for Creation Justice,
Rev. Rebecca Driscoll, as we explore what God’s creation can teach us about living and responding to these
times of global pandemic and ongoing racial injustice. You can register for the Webinar series at this web
address: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7294266099881869327

Praying with Creation: Sabbath
Thursday, July 23

Over the last few months, it is common to reference this pandemic time as a moment of Sabbath for God’s
creation. The world is not consuming natural resources at the rate it was before the pandemic. As a result, there
are more opportunities to notice God’s creation: the bird’s singing, cleaner water, and clearer skies. The
Reverend Lauren Ng, Director of Leadership Empowerment at The American Baptist Home Mission Societies,

7



will join the Creation Justice Network’s discussion as we reflect on Sabbath time sharing her experience in
advocating for rest and Sabbath time for all of God’s creation, non-human creatures, and us. Join us July 23rd
at 12:00pm EDT/9:00am PDT to explore what practices of rest and Sabbath keeping you and your congregation
can embody as a way to honor God’s creation during this time.

Praying with Creation: Lament
Thursday, July 30

The Bible describes the land mourning and creatures suffering. We can see the physical marks of abuse and
neglect on God'’s creation. Living in the time of a global pandemic and ongoing racial injustice these signs of
pain are even more visible. Sometimes the best response we can give to this deep pain is a cry of lament. The
Reverend Kadia Edwards, National Coordinator of Volunteer Mobilization and Disaster Response Ministries at
The American Baptist Home Mission Societies, will join the Creation Justice Network for this conversation on
lament bringing her unique experience with congregations and volunteers in the midst of loss from natural
disasters. Join us on July 30th at 12:00pm EDT/9:00am PDT to explore how we might embrace lament as a
healthy Christian spiritual practice for ourselves and all of God’s creation.

Praying with Creation: Restoration/Resiliency
Thursday, August 6

As the COVID-19 global pandemic continues, many people are feeling overwhelmed and burnt out. It leaves
many of us wondering what will feel normal again. Looking toward nature, we can see that God'’s creation has
the innate ability to rebound over and over again. Often ecosystems come back stronger and healthier after
experiencing fires, flooding, or other human caused destruction. Katherine Smith, Executive Director of The
Baptist Creation Care Initiative, will join the Creation Justice Network for a conversation sharing the stories of
resilient congregations as they navigate experiences of environmental racism. On August 6th at 12pm EDT/9am
PDT, come explore the ways God’s creation builds resiliency and practices restorative habits, and how, as part
of God’s beloved community, we can, too!

Praying with Creation: Resurrection
Thursday, August 13

In this time of global pandemic and ongoing racial injustice, death is all around us. However, Paul reminds us
in Romans 8:22-23 that the whole of creation has been groaning in labor pains, that perhaps we and creation
are dying to one way of life only to be born into a new life. Paul’'s message affirms that not only humans, but all
of God’s creation is made for resurrection to be an Easter community together. International Ministries global
servant Dwight Bolick will join the Creation Justice Network for this conversation on resurrection, and will bring
examples from his experience serving in Chile teaching local pastors there about bee keeping. Join the Creation
Justice Network on August 13th at 12:00pm EDT/9:00am PDT for a conversation exploring what God’s creation
can teach us about living as Easter people in the midst of uncertainty.

Church Moderator: Laura Tubbs

Church Staff: Sr. Pastor: Michael Ford;
Music Educator, Chancel Choir Director, &
Organist: Lee Foster,

Good News Singers Director and
Accompanist: Julia Fedor, Refugee
Coordinator: Hkadin Lee;
Director of Youth and Children's Ministry:
Austin Pettigrew, Myanmar Christian
Fellowship: Pastor Simon Kui; Assisting
Minister - Susan Maybeck, Church
Accountant: Bonaventure Moulogho;
Office Manager: Kenneth Setera; Custodial
Services: Lloyd Cuyler




