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LABC Family and Friends, 

Near the end of October our new Director of Next Generation Ministries, Rebeka 

Fergusson-Lutz, and the Christian Education Team pulled together a wonderful 

Pumpkin Party (Pumpkin Decorating Event). This event took place outside in the 

“backyard” area of the church. I wanted to share some thoughts about it because I 

think it exemplified a couple of wonderful things about church in general, and 

LABC in specific. 

Notes from Your Pastor's Desk 

 



First, it involved many volunteers of people who came together to help make the event a success. People 

arrived to help set up, decorate the backyard, get tables prepared and ready to go for our visitors. As the event 

was underway it was wonderful to see people come together and help work with the kids and their families 

either painting or carving pumpkins. We had volunteers ready at the waiting at the beverage/snacks station, 

and other wandering the area set to welcome guests. It was absolutely wonderful to see how people just 

jumped on whatever tasks needed to be accomplished and to set about making sure they were all done. One 

perfect example was Chuck Theis. We realized that we didn’t have enough pumpkins (more on the attendance 

later), and so we needed to quickly get a bunch more. Chuck stepped up to head out and grab some 

pumpkins, and a few minutes later he returned with 15 or so more pumpkins ready to be decorated. I 

appreciate his efforts, and the efforts of all the other volunteers. I’m not going to mention everyone by name 

because there were so many volunteers that I fear I might miss one or two. It was a team effort. 

Second, it was a great event that exemplified church because of the impact on the community … the whole 

community. This was not just an event for LABC people, but it reached beyond into the community. We had 

about 35 kids and some of the kids were from the church, but others were from the community through 

invitation and through seeing something going on in the backyard of the church and coming over to see and 

being welcomed in. That’s what church is about. It’s about connecting as a people of God within our walls and 

beyond our walls into the community. I heard only positive feedback from those in attendance and the smiles 

abounded.  

I love being able to attend events and pitch in alongside so many other volunteers, and to see the smiles on 

the faces of the kids and families as they enjoy their time in community together. If you’re thinking “I wish I was 

there” … there will be other opportunities for ministry involvement together. Lots of chances to share God’s 

love through ministry in this place. The challenge now lies with you. When you hear of opportunities to serve 

through our ministries here in this place … jump in. Whether it’s a church cleanup or a kids pumpkin party or 

whatever it might be, when you hear that we need volunteers, step up. If you don’t know what you’ll be doing, 

that’s entirely ok because someone will and they’ll help connect you with an important ministry as part of 

LABC. 

Thank you again to all of those who made the pumpkin party such a fun time, and I look forward to serving 

alongside you again in the very near future! 

Blessings,  

 

 

SUSAN'S MUSINGS 
A NOTE FROM YOUR ASSISTING MINISTER  

 
I have been thinking about Halloween, on Oct. 31 and All Saints Day on Nov. 1. 

Halloween is a holiday that children love, celebrating the shadow side of life ghosts and ghouls and such.  All 
Saints Day we move from light and joy grief and darkness as we remember the dead.  From light to darkness 
is our experience as the year gets darker.  I have modified a writing from another reading.  

I was at a church a few years ago where celebrating Halloween was a travesty.  It was “pagan” not “Christian.”  
For several years the church didn’t have its traditional Halloween party, depriving the children of their favorite 
celebration. 

The deep roots of Halloween may well have included folk traditions of honoring the dead, appeasing evil 
spirits, and marking the end of the summer harvest and the beginning (in the Northern hemisphere, at least!) of 
the darkest days of the year.  But it’s important to think about the meaning of Halloween. 

Its become one of the most popular holidays in North America (second only to Christmas!), and at its best, it’s 
a magical, playful night of community-building and neighborhood-making. From this point of view, we might 
even call it a sacramental glimpse, if only for one night, of how the world is supposed to be: homes decked out 



in mischievous fun, doors opened to visitors of all ages, a spirit of wit and excitement in the air, and simple, 
sweet gifts given to children — all children, not just “our” children! — dressed up as heroes and villains alike. 

It’s easy to grumble about “all that sugar,” “marauding teenagers,” “a waste of time,” and so forth. But think of 
it: when else do we intentionally spend this kind of time together as a community? When else do we do 
something as a neighborhood that’s this intergenerational? This open to all? This playful, goofy, and plain old 
fun? When else do our yards and doors open to so many? And when else are so many gifts given out — often 
by strangers, to strangers — just for the sake of delight?” 

At its best Halloween is a time of light shining on neighbors and togetherness and fun.  That alone is worth 
celebrating. As we approach the time of darkest time of the year and honor those who have died, we can do so 
with equal parts creativity and joy — the “loving our neighbors as ourselves” to which Jesus calls us every day. 
 
 

A Note From Your Moderator  

Hello! 

Nancy and I have returned from a very relaxing vacation!  I am now ready to get back to work on the wonderful 

programs and opportunities at Lake Avenue Baptist Church.  I hope that you had a great summer and have 

been enjoying the recent beautiful weather we’ve had.  I also hope that you are excited about the New Year at 

LABC. 

Speaking of projects and opportunities, have you signed up for an LABC Team?  We have a lot of choices that 

may interest you and your commitment can be to one project, a few projects throughout the year, or serving on 

the committee for that team.  We are still seeking help in Mission, Worship and Music, Invitation and Welcome, 

Resource and Support, Nurture and Care, and Education.  The sign-up lists are in the narthex at church or you 

can call the church office. 

I am excited about some new opportunities we may have going forward.  Our ministry teams are actively 

seeking out new ways to be witnesses of God’s kingdom within our community.  Stay tuned! 

One reason we can seek out these new opportunities is that we have a solid financial base to operate from.  

Through the generous pledging and contributions by our congregation, we can focus on more external issues, 

rather than spending time and energy on survival and day-to-day issues. 

We will be announcing our 2022 Stewardship campaign in the next few weeks.  We ask that you prayerfully 

consider all that God has blessed you with and how you can express your gratitude. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. 

Here’s my contact information:  

  Email – mdonatuc18@gmail.com;  Phone – (585) 455-2885 

Social – Speak to me at church! 

Peace, Mike 

WHAT’S NEW IN SUNDAY SCHOOL?  

What’s new? We’ll, in addition to her responsibilities as our Director Of Next 

Generation Ministries, Becka has been our youth Sunday School teacher. We 

welcome her energy and expertise with this age group. We also have some new 

and returning students in attendance, and have learned that blue Hawaiian Punch 

is preferable to red Hawaiian Punch!  

We’ve been studying the 23rd Psalm, how Psalms are poems and songs, and how 

to find the book of Psalms quickly! 

mailto:mdonatuc18@gmail.com


 

We celebrated October with a Fall festival. Many children and their families joined us outside on a 

beautiful fall day to carve and paint pumpkins, to create sidewalk art and to snack on donuts and red 

punch (next time we’ll try blue)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our November Stewardship Emphasis, join us each week for our Second 

Hour Adult Education time where we will focus on the topic of “Thanks” and “Giving 

Thanks.” We will look at the Biblical Foundation for the themes, and what they look like 

in our own lives. We meet Sunday Morning’s from 11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. All are 

Welcome!  

 

Supper and Something … New Schedule 

Our Thursday Night Supper and Something Group will meet this fall on the following Schedule: 

 First Thursday of the Month in person at LABC (November 3, December 1) – 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

for light supper and conversation around a specific theme 

 Third Thursday of the Month online (November 17, December 15) – 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. (the link for 

the gathering will be posted on our website at lakeavebaptist.org) 

(*Please note that we may shift the times following Christmas but for consistency we will remain with these 

times until the New Year.) 

Join us for any/all of these opportunities to gather together and eat and share in conversation (and no doubt in 

laughs). All are Welcome!  

MAKING A MUMMY OUT OF 

BATH TISSUE 

NOVEMBER 

ENJOYING SOME SNACKS ON A WARM 

OCTOBER DAY 

HAPPY CARVING! 

TWO STRONG YOUNG MEN 

CARVING A BIG PUMPKIN 



 
 
 

On Saturday, November 12 at 6:00 pm the "Be You" movie series will 
present Kinky Boots.  Synopsis:  Charlie Price grew up with his father in 
a family shoe business, but he never thought he'd take his father's place. 
But his father's untimely death places him exactly there, where he learns 
that Price and Sons Shoes is failing. While in despair at his failed attempts 
to save the business, Charlie has a chance encounter with flamboyant drag 
queen cabaret singer Lola. Her complaints about the inadequate footwear 
for her work, combined with the suggestion of one of Charlie's ex-
employees, Lauren, lead to a bid to save the business by making sexy 
footwear for drag queens. Charlie convinces Lola to be their footwear 
designer and the transition begins. Now this disparate lot must struggle with 
this unorthodox idea while dealing with the prejudice of the staff, Lola's 
discomfort in the small town, and the selfish manipulation of Charles' greedy 

fiancée, who cannot see the greater good in Charlie's dream. 
 
"I would like to personally thank Chuck Theis for starting this LGBTQI film series. I've been enjoying the movies 
he has selected.  He has been interspersing serious dramas with comedy.  Most of the movies are not designed 
for the younger audiences, however, because of language and adult themes.  I hope you join us for the upcoming 
movie which I am sure you will enjoy.  Remember, it is free!  And, thanks to Chuck, we always have something 

to eat and drink and a chance to discuss the movie we have seen."   Ken Setera   

 

●The Dolly Parton Imagination Library is still 

continuing its association with the City School 

District. As the Christmas holidays approach and 

if you have any 1 to 5 year old children in your 

family or that you know, signing up for this 

program would be a nice gift for them at this time 

of year. For a donation of $25.00 they will send 1 

book per month, selected for their age level, to each child eligible.  Please go to the following web address to 

sign up: www.rochesterimaginationlibrary.org  

●Please continue to keep Eric Shoen in your thoughts and prayers as he 

continues his treatment for cancer. You can connect with Eric on 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/ericshoen/journal  

 

The Lilly Chronicles:     Prayer of Companionship on Hard Days 

Rather than trying to write an article about Lilly, I decided to share a prayer which sums up the way I feel about 

her.  I am pretty sure all you pet owners can relate to what this prayer says. 

  

By Karen Brokaw, Mission Chair 

Jesus, my Savior, I praise You for the companion You have placed in my life. When the days are 

hard, I know that I can rely on my dog to keep me company. When I struggle to find love in this 

world, I know that my dog will greet me with love. When I feel alone, I know my dog will keep me 

company and remind me of Your continuous presence and support in my life. I am reminded every 

day of the great gift of companionship. I am also reminded every day of the unconditional love you 

give each of us.  Thank You for this, Jesus. In Your name, Amen. 



NEWS AND EVENTS OF INTEREST FROM OUR EXTENDED COMMUNITY 

●ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE WORK IN CENTRAL AMERICA, Monday, November 7th, 7:00 p.m., a 

Hybrid Event.  Ricardo Mayol-Bracero, international missionary jointly appointed by the American Baptist 

Churches USA and Disciples of Christ, will share about the work being done by the Continental Christian 

Network for Peace in eleven Central and South American countries. Hear about low-cost rainwater harvesting 

projects as well as organizing against mining companies, hydroelectric plants and other corporations supported 

by the state and regional governments to the detriment of the environment and local communities. This event 

is free. A free-will offering will be taken to help support this important work. You may attend in-person at 

Greece Baptist Church, 1230 Long Pond Rd., Rochester, NY, 14626, or via Zoom. Register for Zoom at this 

link: bit.ly/3SLYjFA. 

● CALL TO RESPONSE FOR HURRICANE IAN SURVIVORS  HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

Please join us in supporting the relief efforts of those in the path of Hurricane Ian.  You can donate via your  

church or online here.  Checks designated to “OGHS Hurricane Ian Relief Efforts 2022” should be mailed to 

the ABHMS Office of Development care of Kim Wilkins, 1075 First Ave., King of Prussia, PA 19406. 

Please include the church name on the check to ensure your church receives credit for your gift.  One hundred 

percent of your donation is allocated to disaster relief. No funds are retained to cover administrative costs. 

One Great Hour of Sharing is administered by the World Relief Committee of the Board of General Ministries of 

American Baptist Churches USA. The committee facilitates American Baptist emergency relief, disaster 

rehabilitation, refugee work and development assistance by establishing policy guidelines and overseeing 

distribution of the annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering received by churches. 

● SOULCARE FOR HER WEBINAR  Thursday, November 17, 2022,  9:00 PM EST/6:00 PM PST 

Imagine January 1, 2023. It’s the first Sunday. A week after Christmas and the day after New Year’s Eve. You 

are not stressed, stretched, or out of shape. In fact, wonder of wonders, you feel good! Soulcare for Her will 

teach you the soul’s role in your overall sense of well-being and wholeness. The mind, will, and emotions 

(together called the soul) are key players in our ability or willingness to be obedient to God’s commandments. 

Elaine Cody will dissect the meaning of the soul in light of the Scriptures and consider the practical implications 

when we do not treat our souls well. You will come away with a fresh appreciation for all God has put into us as 

women and as believers. Consequently, you will want to prioritize soulcare on your busy calendar for the 

upcoming holiday season. Click to read on.... Click here to register. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1230+Long+Pond+Rd.,+Rochester,+NY,+14626?entry=gmail&source=g
https://bit.ly/3SLYjFA
https://abhms.networkforgood.com/projects/171529-hurricane-ian?mc_cid=bbfa97a19e&mc_eid=10a0799dae
https://abwomensministries.org/resourceDetails.aspx?resourceDetailId=1570&mc_cid=bbfa97a19e&mc_eid=10a0799dae
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIuce-oqD8jEtUnYMBRmFnh8Gccqbiah-Hw?mc_cid=bbfa97a19e&mc_eid=10a0799dae


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for the following fun 

event for children and adults taking place on 

Saturday, December 10 at  2:00 pm.  


